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In the Hot Seat 4-Aug-2009

Dr Margaret Purcell is a GP in far-north Queensland and a volunteer
with Australian Doctors International.
 
The main reason I decided to do medicine was ... Captain Benjamin
Franklin "Hawkeye" Pearce from MASH.

My most memorable
patient was ... a refugee
from a village in Papua New
Guinea. She had walked
47km, paddled down the
river and walked across
town -- all while pregnant --
to get to the rundown
government hospital. The
woman had previously lost
two babies after breech
deliveries, with no one to
assist her in her village. She
laboured and delivered a
beautiful girl, with just a
little assistance, and then
travelled the same way

home.

The most unusual presentation I have seen ... leprosy or cerebral malaria,
but for the people of Papua New Guinea, these are commonplace.

Describe your relationship with your computer. It prints much clearer
than I write.

The one thing I wish I'd known about general practice is ... how endless
it is.

If I hadn't been a doctor, I would have been ... a podiatrist (such a useful
and important role) or a self-sufficient gardener.

If I could change one thing about general practice it would be ... to
triage the "worried well".

If I were Health Minister for a day I would ...remind all who work in
health that the system exists for sick people, that clinicians are employed to
treat/heal sick people, and that administrators are there to support the
clinicians -- not the other way around. The health system is about serving the
population, not supporting the processes of administration.

My greatest regret in my medical career is ... none. I love the privilege of
talking to people about all sorts of things and seeing if there is a way to help
as needed.

The book that changed me was ... AB Facey's A Fortunate Life. To remain
positive after all his trials is a wonderful thing.

If I were a car I would be ... a Nissan Patrol -- not fancy or fast, but simple,
honest, reliable and hardworking.

Dr Purcell spoke with Geraldine Kurukchi.

If you would like to take part in this column or to nominate a GP to
feature in it, please e-mail geraldine.kurukchi@reedbusiness.com.au

Submit your feedback here:

Subscribe to our daily newsletter

 Email Address Here
Submit
Query

 
 

Education

Classifieds

Subscriptions >

Competitions

How to Treat

Clinical >

Patient >

Organisations >

Government >

Careers

Laser Eye Surgery
without cutting your eye. It is safer than
you think.
www.MedownickLaserEyeSurgery.com.au

Swine Flu Vaccine
Free vaccine available to people in
Australia over 10yrs - More info
www.healthemergency.gov.au
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